Mission of St. Therese of the Infant Jesus – 

 The Mission of praying for priests

The religious movement present in Roman Catholic Church
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The History and the Spiritual Face 
The Mission of praying for priests was born in France in the 70’s of the previous century, at the time of birth centenary of St. Therese from Lisieux, who had predilection for praying for priests. 

The very beginning of the Mission reaches back to the day, when one lady came to the Bishop of Lisieux and she said: “I am old now, I have always wanted to have a son who could  become a priest, but we could not have any children in our marriage. Could You give me the name of some priest and I will pray for him on my Rosary till the end of my life. This way I will be his spiritual mother”. It happened, that not long ago, the Bishop was talking to one seminarist – Bruno, so he answered at once: “You will pray for the seminarist Bruno”.

Bruno Thevenin became a priest and he got work in one parish in Lisieux. After one year of work he had a very difficult experience. His parish – priest got married and left priesthood. Lay people working in the parish were so shocked, that they all left. Father Bruno stayed alone, without any help, having 650 children to preach.

One day, when his kitchen was full of dirty dishes, he asked one lady (who was often praying in the church), to help him in in the kitchen. She became his housekeeper and after few weeks she sent her friend with the question to Father Bruno:


--Was there only one Bruno in seminary?


--Why do you want to know this? – he answered surprised.


--I cannot tell you.


--Then I will not let you out, until you tell me.

          It appeared that the woman, whom Father Bruno asked for help in his difficult situation, was the same woman who has prayed for him on her Rosary everyday for several years and now God connected their ways. For Father Bruno it was the true sign, which became an inspiration to organize the mission of prayer for priests, and seminarists. The idea of the Mission brought him into thought St. Therese, of the Infant Jesus, who lived in Lisieux and whose vocation was praying for priests. That is why he called this movement “Mission of St. Therese”. 

Since 1995 the Mission of praying for priests has been present also in Poland.

It has been accepted by Church authorities of Warsaw Archdiocese.

Mission of St. Therese of the Infant Jesus assembles lay people, who pray for priests and seminarists following st. Terese’s example. Each member of the Mission prays for one priest (or a seminarist, or a monk) becoming his “Angel of the prayer”. “The Angel of prayer” knowing only the name of the priest undertakes the commitment to say the daily Prayer to The Holy Virgin Mother of Priests. It is the special prayer written by Father Bruno, used by Mission of St. Therese. It is obligatory to say this prayer every day. The Angel of prayer can also undertake some other, additional resolutions for his priest: e.g. offering up Holy Communion, Rosary prayer, some act of charity, offering up the suffering, struggling against own weakness etc... but they are not obligatory. This way, following the example of        St. Therese, he becomes the spiritual companion (like if he was an angel) of his priest.

The Office of Mission of St. Therese  has  been  established  in  order   to   make 

a priest – an Angel of Prayer a couple. The Office receives letter applications both from priests who ask for prayer and from lay people, who want to become the Angels of Prayer. The person, that wishes to be the Angel of Prayer, gives this information in his application: surname, name, age, address and E-mail address (if he has one). E-mail address enables sending the materials for spiritual formation.

Mission of St. Therese invites especially children to be the Angels of Prayer for priests. In accordance with the Church law, children up to the age of 14 need their parental approval in order to become the member of the Mission. First application is undertaken for one year. After one year trial people of age (adults) can prolong the prayer even to the end of their life. They can do it simply writing to the Office of the Mission by mail or by E-mail. People under the age of 18 have to prolong their commitment from year to year till they become adults. Not prolonging the commitment is understood as the resignation from further prayer for priests.

Priests, who want someone to pray for them, join the Mission themselves or by moderator (a priest can also make his friend join the Mission). In the application there should be given this information: surname, name, age and type of service (parish–priest, curate, seminarist  of  f. ex. IV th year). Joining the Mission is for the priest some obligation to work on himself by prayer and fulfilling priesthood duties. A seminarist, who asked for prayer, should confirm his request after his holy orders, otherwise his Angel of Prayer stops to pray for him. A priest who once applied to Mission of St. Therese is included in prayers to the end of his life. A priest does not take any commitments towards the person who prays for him.

Layperson cannot include a priest in the Mission prayers unless it is someone from the family. Seminarists can apply as a group, on one list (certainly provided everybody agrees to that). 

Second set of Mission of St. Therese work is spiritual formation of Angels of Prayer. Wherever it is possible, there are prayer groups of children, young people and adults created. If a bigger number of children from a school or a parish apply to become Angels of Prayer, then we try to give them spiritual formation with the help of lay moderators (catechists, teachers, mothers of children, young people). They get all needed materials from the Mission Office. The rules of groups work are given in the special documents. Mission tries not to overburden priests with additional work, therefore these are lay people who are responsible for leading the groups.

All prayer groups of children, young people, and adults try to live up to the spirituality of “The Little Way” of St. Therese. Priesthood, Eucharist, Prayer, Church, Virgin Mary are the main subjects taken up during Mission groups meetings. The first aim of the spiritual formation in the Mission is to deepen understanding how is the role of priesthood and consecrated life important in the Church. The second aim is of course the help with personal, spiritual development of Angels of Prayer.

Mission of St. Therese is present in many countries all over the world. Nowadays there are more then 3000 Angels of Prayer in Polish Mission.

Fr Ludwik Nowakowski 
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The Prayer of Mission of St. Therese – The prayer to Virgin Mary, Mother of Priests (written by Fr Bruno Thevenin)

3. 

If you want to come into contact with the Polish Office:

Sekretariat Misji Św. Teresy od Dz. Jezus

Parafia Podwyższenia Krzyża Św. 

Ul. Słomiana 2/4

01-353 Warszawa

E-mail: sekretariat@misja.teresy.org.pl
Fr Ludwik Nowakowski takes care of the spiritual formation of the Mission.
